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the safety and welfare of troops in harms way 
or ignore those who have gone homeless as 
a result of Hurricane Katrina. These people 
need our help and that is why I voted to sup-
port this emergency supplemental appropria-
tions bill. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF JUANITA 
CONKLING 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I want to extend 
my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Mrs. 
Juanita Conkling who, for the past 40 years, 
has served this esteemed body in the offices 
of the House Sergeant at Arms and the Chief 
Administrative Officer. In April of this year, 
Juanita will officially end her tenure working 
for this body and her contributions will be re-
membered for many years to come. 

Juanita came to the House of Representa-
tives on May 1, 1965, after working 1 year for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. She came 
to work initially for the House Sergeant at 
Arms and, most recently, has been the payroll/ 
benefits administrator in the Office of Mem-
bers’ Services. 

Much has changed in this body and on Cap-
itol Hill in the 40 years Juanita has been here. 
Eight different Presidents, from Lyndon B. 
Johnson to George W. Bush, have given State 
of the Union addresses before Joint Sessions 
of Congress. Twenty Congresses have come 
and gone, along with countless Members and 
staff. All the while, Juanita has remained con-
sistent, doing her job serving the Members of 
this body. 

Juanita has had the responsibility of ensur-
ing that the Members of Congress were paid 
on time each month. She has advised Mem-
bers, new and old, on their ongoing options 
relative to their compensation and benefits. 
And she has been a friend to countless Mem-
bers and their families. 

I am proud to call myself a friend of Juanita 
Conkling. And on the occasion of her retire-
ment after 40 years of service to the U.S. 
House of Representatives I want to extend my 
deepest appreciation for her friendship and 
outstanding contributions to this body. May 
she have many wonderful and exciting years 
ahead fulfilling her retirement dreams. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO LORRAINE CARTER 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a compassionate lead-
er and true visionary from the Fourth Congres-
sional District, Lorraine Carter. For over 35 
years, Mrs. Carter has operated the VE Carter 
Child Development Center, and has served as 
forceful advocate for low-income children and 
their families. 

Mrs. Carter came to Milwaukee from Ne-
braska in 1958, and worked as a special-edu-
cation teacher before starting the VE Carter 
Child Development Center. Inspired by her 

own upbringing, she strove to provide a loving, 
stable and supportive environment for the 
young children she encountered in Milwaukee. 
VE Carter Child Development Center, one of 
the first childcare centers owned and operated 
by an African-American woman in Milwaukee, 
has grown into a city institution, with five cen-
ters that serve almost 500 children and em-
ploy over 150 workers. 

Mrs. Carter advocated for quality childcare 
for low-income children long before its connec-
tion to lifelong success was widely acknowl-
edged. Her work with children has taken her 
deeply into the lives of the families she 
serves. She has a passion for working with 
single mothers, helping them develop stable 
home lives for their children and assisting 
them in identifying and overcoming obstacles 
to their own success. In addition to VE Carter 
Child Development Center, she also operates 
a social service agency that serves nonviolent 
offenders—many of them parents—assisting 
them with finding employment and supporting 
their families and communities. 

Mrs. Carter’s leadership extends throughout 
the State, not only as an accomplished and 
articulate childcare advocate, but also as an 
advocate of education more generally. She 
has served on the board of the Wisconsin 
Technical College System, working to ensure 
that education and skills development continue 
to be accessible to low-income parents, help-
ing them move out of poverty and create a 
better life for their children. 

Mr. Speaker, for all these reasons and 
many more, I am honored to have this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to Mrs. Carter’s numerous 
and profound contributions to the Fourth Con-
gressional District. I thank her for her love of 
children, her commitment to their families, and 
her visionary leadership in Milwaukee. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE REVEREND JOSE 
EUGENIO HOYOS 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Reverend Jose 
Eugenio Hoyos, a distinguished member of 
our community who has dedicated his life to 
serving the less fortunate through his vocation 
in the Catholic Church. 

The Rev. Hoyos began his commitment to 
exemplary community service over 20 years 
ago when he was ordained into the priesthood 
at the Cathedral of St. Pedro in Buga, Colom-
bia. From there he continued his studies at the 
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, IL, 
where he earned his master of divinity. 

After completing his studies, he returned to 
Colombia where he became an associate pas-
tor at the Parish of St. Juan De Avila in 
Bogotá and taught both philosophy and reli-
gion at nearby colleges. He remained in Co-
lombia for several years until he was relocated 
to Northern Virginia where he is currently serv-
ing as director of the Spanish Apostolate for 
the Diocese of Arlington. 

Since arriving in Northern Virginia 16 years 
ago, Rev. Hoyos has dedicated his life to 
serving the public community in many different 
ways. Beginning in 1992, Rev. Hoyos envi-
sioned an organization with the purpose to re-

cruit and organize professionals to assist im-
migrants as well as the neediest people in the 
community. He founded Marcelino Pan Y 
Vino, Inc., a nonprofit organization that has 
earned worldwide recognition for its work with 
the National Institutes of Health in assisting 
those with leukemia, AIDS, cancer, and those 
in need of an organ transplant. Most recently, 
his organization raised $25,000 for Katrina dis-
aster relief in the gulf coast. 

Rev. Hoyos is the founder of the radio pro-
gram called ‘‘Catholic Newsletter’’ and the TV 
show called ‘‘Community and Religion Dose’’ 
a program of prayer and faith that is aimed at 
spreading a positive message to alcoholics, 
gang members, and the troubled youth. He is 
also a columnist for various local and inter-
national papers that reach the Hispanic com-
munity. 

Not one to forget his roots, Rev. Hoyos 
founded and is president of Colombia Integra, 
an organization that gives Colombians, who 
have fled their native land, the tools needed to 
become active members of our society. 

Over the years, Rev. Hoyos’s deeds have 
not gone unnoticed by the community he 
cares so deeply about. He has been recog-
nized as ‘‘Hispanic Man of the Year’’ by the 
staff of ‘‘Diario Nacion’’ a Washington, DC, 
newspaper. The Alexandria Police Department 
named him ‘‘True Community Hero.’’ He has 
been selected as ‘‘Washingtonian of the Year’’ 
by the Washingtonian Magazine. Last, but not 
least, Rev. Hoyos was granted the honor to 
carry the Olympic torch from the Atlanta Olym-
pics through the streets of Arlington. 

Mr. Speaker, the Reverend Jose Eugenio 
Hoyos has been responsible for touching thou-
sands of lives over the course of his career. 
He is truly a beacon of light putting his faith 
into action. For his dedication, the people of 
northern Virginia are genuinely grateful. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RABBI DAVID 
WISE 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Rabbi David Wise, who in August 
began his tenure as Rabbi of the Hollis Hills 
Jewish Center. 

A native of Toronto, Ontario, Rabbi Wise 
grew up as an active member in the edu-
cational programs and youth groups of the 
Conservative movement. He continued his Ju-
daic involvement at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York, where he received a 
Masters degree and was ordained a Rabbi. 
Upon completion of his studies, Rabbi Wise 
began his rabbinical career at Temple Beth El 
in Somerset, New Jersey. 

Rabbi Wise is tremendously dedicated to his 
congregation and the surrounding Jewish 
community. For years, he has worked to help 
congregants read Torah, haftarah, and to in-
crease their skills as prayer leaders. Rabbi 
Wise is also active in the synagogue’s edu-
cational programs, encouraging both children 
and adults in their exploration of Judaism. 
With an open door and welcoming smile, 
Rabbi Wise serves as a friend and mentor to 
any congregant seeking guidance, as well as 
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those who want to deepen their Jewish learn-
ing and commitment. 

Rabbi Wise plays many roles in promoting 
the growth of a strong Jewish community and 
this involvement has been a staple of his ca-
reer. During his years in New Jersey, Rabbi 
Wise taught rabbinic literature in the upper- 
school of the Solomon Schechter Day School 
of Raritan Valley. An active Zionist, Rabbi 
Wise also led the first ever Beth El congrega-
tional trip to Israel. As the vice president for 
special programming of the New Jersey Rab-
binical Assembly, Rabbi Wise helped organize 
a spiritual retreat to the Princeton Theological 
Seminary after the High Holiday Season. 
Rabbi Wise was also a member of the steer-
ing committee for Jewish LIFE, a cooperative 
body of synagogues and Jewish institutions 
striving to bring adult learning to the commu-
nity. 

In addition to promoting Jewish education 
throughout New Jersey, Rabbi Wise has 
served on the boards of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Middlesex County and Ramah Day 
Camp of Raritan Valley. Rabbi Wise also of-
fered his services as a chaplain to the Franklin 
Township Police Department in New Jersey. 

On behalf of the entire community, I am de-
lighted to welcome Rabbi Wise, his wife, Judy 
Krinitz, and their two children, Jordana 
Nechama and Elijah Mordechai to our part of 
the Big Apple. We look forward to many years 
of his spiritual leadership as our pastor and 
our friend. Together, we will continue our ef-
forts to make the Queens Jewish Community 
a place that our children and families are 
proud to call our home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues in the 
House to join me in welcoming and honoring 
the new spiritual leader of the Hollis Hills Jew-
ish Center, a man of humor, knowledge, and 
wisdom, Rabbi David Wise. We send him our 
very best wishes. 

f 

THE TRADE PREFERENCE 
EXTENSION AND EXPANSION ACT 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today Rep-
resentative JEFFERSON, Representative 
MCDERMOTT and I are introducing the Trade 
Preference Extension and Expansion Act. 
There are three key aspects to this legislation. 

First, the act would extend for 1 year the 
trade benefits provided to developing countries 
under the U.S. Generalized System of Pref-
erences (‘‘GSP’’) and the Andean Trade Pref-
erence Act (‘‘ATPA’’). Both of these programs 
currently are scheduled to expire at the end of 
2006. Our trade preference programs are crit-
ical, not just to workers and businesses in de-
veloping countries, but to U.S. workers and 
businesses. It is important that we extend 
these programs immediately in order to pro-
vide our trading partners, as well as U.S. man-
ufacturers and retailers, the predictability nec-
essary to make business and investment deci-
sions for the future. 

I have heard some of my colleagues sug-
gest that we should let these programs lapse 
in order to pressure our trading partners to 
agree to the demands of U.S. negotiators in 
ongoing bilateral and multilateral trade nego-

tiations. I agree with my colleagues that we 
should be seeking the best deals possible with 
each of our trading partners. However, I dis-
agree with the notion that the United States 
should threaten all of our developing country 
trading partners, many of which are struggling 
to pull themselves out of poverty, with the 
elimination of current trade benefits in an ill- 
considered attempt to strengthen our hand at 
the negotiating table. 

I do not mean to suggest, however, that our 
current trade preference programs should 
never be changed to reflect new realities in 
trade and the rules of the WTO. For that rea-
son, the Trade Preference Extension and Ex-
pansion Act calls for only a 1 year extension 
of GSP and ATPA. It is important to evaluate 
how well these programs are working for 
workers and businesses both in the United 
States and developing countries—and to con-
sider whether changes should be made to im-
prove the programs. In fact, Representative 
MCDERMOTT, Representative JEFFERSON and I 
sent a letter to Chairman THOMAS today re-
questing that the Ways and Means Committee 
hold hearings as soon as possible to consider 
the future of GSP and ATPA, as well as the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act (‘‘AGOA’’). 
I believe it is important that the Congress and 
all interested stakeholders begin to investigate 
and consider this issue immediately, as it is 
likely that Congress will make changes to 
these programs next year in order to imple-
ment agreements negotiated as part of the 
Doha Development Agenda round of World 
Trade Organization negotiations. 

The second key aspect of the Trade Pref-
erence Extension and Expansion Act is the 
extension and expansion of benefits provided 
to sub-Saharan Africa under AGOA. In the 
year since the expiration of global textile and 
apparel quotas, sub-Saharan Africa’s exports 
to the United States of apparel fell by 16 per-
cent, and the sector has lost as many as 
100,000 jobs. Further, the textile and apparel 
industries in sub-Saharan Africa face many 
challenges beyond the elimination of global 
quotas, including competition from well-estab-
lished and sometimes subsidized producers, 
such as China, and inadequate infrastructure 
and other supply-side constraints. 

In recognition of these challenges, the 
Trade Preference Extension and Expansion 
Act would extend until December 2007, the 
current duty-free benefits provided under 
AGOA for apparel made in least developed Af-
rican countries from third country fabric. If this 
benefit is not extended, it will be reduced in 
half on October 1 of this year, putting at risk 
the fledgling apparel industries that have pro-
vided vitally needed jobs and economic growth 
in sub-Saharan Africa. 

The Act also would establish a simpler, 
value-added rule of origin for apparel and ex-
tend additional benefits to the textile and agri-
cultural sectors under AGOA. These provi-
sions are intended to enable the textile and 
apparel industries in sub-Saharan Africa to 
compete, given the current market reality in 
the region, which is that African textile mills 
cannot generally produce fabric in sufficient 
quantity and variety to meet the needs of Afri-
can apparel producers or market demand. In 
addition, these provisions are intended to pro-
mote sustainable development in sub-Saharan 
Africa by promoting the diversification of the 
economies of countries in the region, particu-
larly in the agricultural sector. 

Representative MCDERMOTT, Representative 
JEFFERSON and I have put forward these ideas 
regarding the expansion of benefits for textile, 
apparel and agricultural products under AGOA 
as a way to start a discussion among other 
Members and stakeholders about the best 
way to promote sustainable economic growth 
in sub-Saharan Africa. We recognize that sub- 
Saharan Africa faces a wide variety of chal-
lenges and that there are potentially several 
different approaches that could be taken to 
promote the long-term health of the region. 
We look forward to working with our col-
leagues, interested parties in the private sec-
tor and civil society, and AGOA country gov-
ernments to gather additional information 
about the best ways to address the challenges 
facing sub-Saharan Africa today, and we 
stand ready to work in Congress to ensure 
that the United States continues to play a 
leadership role in promoting economic devel-
opment in the region. 

The third key aspect of the Trade Pref-
erences Extension and Expansion Act is a 
Sense of the Congress resolution calling on 
the President to make a determination as 
soon as possible regarding the extension of 
AGOA benefits to Liberia. The October 2005 
elections in Liberia represented a key step in 
building peace in Liberia, following nearly two 
decades of civil war. Further, the election of 
Ms. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as President of Li-
beria marks an important milestone for Africa, 
as President Johnson Sirleaf is the first elect-
ed female President in African history. Presi-
dent Johnson Sirleaf has laid out a multi-
faceted government agenda emphasizing se-
curity, public and private-sector led revitaliza-
tion, good governance and anti-corruption ef-
forts, regional and international cooperation, 
and political reconciliation and inclusiveness. 
President Sirleaf Johnson also has made the 
improvement of workers rights a high priority. 
In light of recent progress in Liberia and need 
to promote economic growth in the country, I 
believe it is important that the President ex-
tend AGOA benefits to Liberia as soon as 
possible. 

I urge my colleagues to join Representatives 
MCDERMOTT, JEFFERSON and me in supporting 
the Trade Preference Extension and Expan-
sion Act. 

f 

THE COALITION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, it 
has come to my attention that a Washington- 
based non-governmental organization—the 
Coalition for International Justice—will close 
its offices this week after 10 years of service 
to the cause of justice around the world. 

Serving as Chairman and Co-Chairman of 
the Helsinki Commission for that same period 
of time, I have worked closely with the Coali-
tion and seen the effect of its work. Ten years 
ago, the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was a priority in U.S. foreign policy, a conflict 
in which numerous war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and genocide were committed. Many 
of us fought for the inclusion of basic justice 
as an element in our country’s policy re-
sponse, and an international tribunal was for-
tunately created for that purpose. At the time, 
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